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BRECKLAND COUNCIL 
 

At a Meeting of the 
 

COUNCIL 
 

Held on Thursday, 3 October 2013 at 10.00 am in the 
Anglia Room, The Conference Suite, Elizabeth House, Dereham 

 
PRESENT  
Mrs S Armes 
Mr S. Askew 
Mr S.G. Bambridge 
Mr W.P. Borrett 
Councillor C Bowes 
Mrs B Canham 
Mr T R Carter 
Councillor M. Chapman-Allen 
Mr C. S. Clark 
Mr P.D. Claussen (Chairman) 
Mr J.P. Cowen 
Mr P R W Darby 
Mr R.W. Duffield 
Mr P.J. Duigan 
Mr K.S. Gilbert 
Mr R.F. Goreham 
Mr S R Green 
Mrs D.K.R. Irving 
Mr T. J. Jermy 
Mr A.P. Joel 
 

Mrs E. M. Jolly 
Mr R.G. Kybird (Vice-Chairman) 
Mr K. Martin 
Mrs S.M. Matthews 
Mrs L.H. Monument 
Mr T F C Monument 
Mr M J Nairn 
Mrs J A North 
Mrs K. Pettitt 
Mr R. R. Richmond 
Mr W. R. J. Richmond 
Mr J.D. Rogers 
Mr B. Rose 
Mr F.J. Sharpe 
Mr W.H.C. Smith 
Mrs A.L. Steward 
Mrs L.S. Turner 
Mr M. A. Wassell 
Mr N.C. Wilkin 
 

 
In Attendance  
Julie Britton - Senior Committee Officer 
Trevor Holden - Interim Chief Executive 
Helen McAleer - Senior Committee Officer 
Mark Stokes - Deputy Chief Executive 
Vicky Thomson - Assistant Director - Democratic Services 
Steve Udberg - Asset & Property Manager 

 
 
 Action By 

80/13 MINUTES (AGENDA ITEM 1)   

  

80 .a Minutes of the Council meeting held on 5 September 2013    

   

 Subject to an amendment to Minute No 75/13 to include the words 
‘the office of’ the Police and Crime Commissioner in the fourth 
paragraph, the Minutes of the meeting held on 5 September 2013 
were confirmed as a correct record  and signed by the Chairman. 

 

   

80 .b Minutes of the Special Council meeting held on 5 September 2013    

   

 The Minutes of the Special Meeting held on 5 September 2013 were  
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confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
   

81/13 APOLOGIES (AGENDA ITEM 2)   

  

 Apologies for absence were received from Mr Byrne, Mr C Carter, Mr 
Childerhouse, Mr Goreham, Councillor Gould, Mr Jordan, Mr Kiddle-
Morris, Mrs Millbank, Mr Nunn, Mr Robinson, Mr Sherwood, Mr Skull, 
Mrs Spencer and Mr Stasiak. 
  

 

82/13 CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS (AGENDA ITEM 3)   

  

 The Chairman asked Members to fill in the sixth monthly PDP review 
questionnaires which had been handed out and return them in the 
envelopes provided. 
 
A REV Active presentation would be included on the December 
Agenda to celebrate its success. 
 
There would be a Chips and Quiz night on 4 March to raise money for 
the Chairman’s Charity.  The Chairman expressed his gratitude to 
Swanton Morley Parish Council for allowing the use of the Village Hall 
as the venue, free of charge. 
 
On Tuesday 8 April the Chairman’s Civic Reception would take place 
at Barnham Broom.  They had agreed to host the evening ‘at cost’ and 
Capita Symonds would be paying for the event, so the function would 
be nil-cost to the Council. 
 
Staff Forum Cook Books were on sale at the back of the room to raise 
money for Addenbrooke’s Charitable Trust. 
 
Finally he wished Councillor Frank Sharpe a happy birthday. 
   

 

83/13 CABINET MINUTES (AGENDA ITEM 5)   

  

83 .a Unconfirmed minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 17 September 
2013   

 

   

 a) Scrap Metal Dealers Act 2013 (Minute No 68/13) 
 

It was noted that the words ‘to display a copy of the licence’ 
should be added to the second sentence of the third 
paragraph after scrap metal dealer. 
 
The recommendations were also amended at 1a) to read ‘… 
to refuse or cancel a licence or to vary a licence…’, and at 2a) 
to read ‘to issue, renew or vary a licence…’  
 
Subject to those amendments it was RESOLVED that: 

 
1) the following amendments to the Breckland Council 
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Constitution to exercise its functions in accordance with 
The Scrap Metal Dealers Act 2013 be approved: 

 
a) the Licensing Committee to hear representations 

and to determine applications for the licence of a 
Scrap Metal Dealer under the Scrap Metal Dealers 
Act 2013 where the Director of Commissioning 
proposes to refuse or cancel a licence or to vary a 
licence under Section 4 of the Act and the applicant 
has correctly given notice that they require the 
opportunity to make representations about that 
proposal; 

 
2) Approval be given to delegate the following matters to the 

Licensing Officers:  
 

a) to issue, renew or vary a licence of a Scrap Metal 
Dealer under the Scrap Metal Dealers Act 2013 
where there is no intention to refuse; 

 
b) to serve Notice of a proposal to refuse or cancel a 

licence of a Scrap Metal Dealer under the Scrap 
metal Dealers Act 2013; 

 
c) to serve Notice of a proposal to vary a licence of a 

Scrap Metal Dealer under Section 4 of the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013; 

 
d) to determine applications for a licence of a Scrap 

Metal Dealer under the Scrap Metal Dealers Act 
2013 where it is the intention to refuse or cancel a 
licence or to vary a licence under Section 4 of the 
Act, where the applicant has not served notice 
requiring the opportunity to make representations to 
the authority in respect of the proposal to refuse or 
cancel a licence, or to impose conditions on a 
licence. 

 
3) The fees as set out within the report in respect of Scrap 

Metal Dealers licences be approved. 
 

b) Financial Performance Quarter 1 2013-14 (Minute No 69/13) 
 

RESOLVED that the major planning applications saving of 
£192,554 be vired to efficiencies. 

 
c) Breckland Local Asset Backed Vehicle Procurement Phase 

(Minute No 75/13) 
 

This item had been debated Below the Line and the 
recommendation had been detailed in the Confidential Minute 
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which would be moved under Agenda Item 5c.   
   

83 .b Exclusion of Press and Public    

   

 RESOLVED that under Section 100(A) of the Local 
Government Act 1972 the press and public be excluded from 
the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds 
that they involve the disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act. 

 
PART B – FROM WHICH MEMBERS OF THE PRESS & 
PUBLIC WERE EXCLUDED  

 

   

83 .c Unconfirmed Restricted Minute from the Cabinet Meeting held on 17 
September 2013   

 

   

 a) Breckland Local Asset Backed Vehicle Procurement Phase 
(Minute No 75/13) 

 
Alterations made to the report following the Cabinet meeting 
had been highlighted in yellow and tabled for Members.  A 
further amendment to the recommendations, separate from 
the Cabinet changes, was read out. 

 
The Leader of the Labour Group was happy to support the 
proposals but knew that some parts were contentious and he 
urged that full public consultation should take place when they 
were progressed. 

 
The Leader of the Council explained that the changes were to 
ensure that the Council maintained control of the projects.  He 
confirmed that they would be subject to public consultation 
through the normal planning process. 

 
The Asset Manager explained that the aim was to ensure 
flexibility to preserve options for the future. 

 
Following a point raised by Councillor Kybird the Interim Chief 
Executive proposed a further amendment to the 
recommendations to clarify the devolved powers. 

 
Councillor Gilbert also supported the proposals but asked that 
Members be given regular feedback on progress and the 
Leader advised that there would be a monthly report sent to all 
Members to keep them fully informed. 

 
It was clarified that since the report had been drafted South 
Holland had confirmed that they would not be part of the 
formal procurement exercise. 

 
Councillor Armes sought reassurance about specific aspects 
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of the proposals and was advised that discussions were 
progressing but nothing was certain. 

 
For the avoidance of doubt the amendments to the 
recommendation were read again.  (See Restricted Minute) 

 
The meeting moved back into Open Session. 

 
RESOLVED that, subject to the amendments, the 
recommendations as listed in the report be approved. 

 
b) Adoption 
 

RESOLVED that the unconfirmed Minutes of the Cabinet 
meeting held on 17 September 2013 be adopted.  

   

84/13 OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMISSION (AGENDA ITEM 6)   

  

 The Chairman of the Commission drew attention to the Work 
Programme and urged Members to attend the next meeting when 
representatives from Anglian Water and the Environment Agency 
would be in attendance to answer questions. 
 
The Vice-Chairman of the Commission noted that the Dereham Town 
Councillor was Mr Birt, not Burt as Minuted. 
 

RESOLVED that the unconfirmed Minutes of the Overview & 
Scrutiny Commission meeting held on 12 September 2013 be 
adopted.  
 

 

85/13 PLANNING COMMITTEE (AGENDA ITEM 7)   

  

 RESOLVED that the confirmed Minutes of the Planning 
Committee meeting held on 2 September 2013 be adopted.  
 

 

86/13 APPEALS COMMITTEE (AGENDA ITEM 8)   

  

 RESOLVED that the unconfirmed Minutes of the Appeals 
Committee meeting held on 11 September 2013 be adopted.  
 

 

87/13 AUDIT COMMITTEE (AGENDA ITEM 9)   

  

 RESOLVED that the unconfirmed Minutes of the Audit 
Committee meeting held on 20 September 2013 be adopted.  
 

 

88/13 APPOINTMENT OF INTERIM CHIEF EXECUTIVE (AGENDA ITEM 10)   

  

 The Assistant Director for Commissioning presented the report which 
proposed the appointment of Mr Geoff Rivers as Interim Chief 
Executive in line with the recommendation of the Joint Appointments 
Panel. 
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The recommendations were moved en-bloc. 
 

RESOLVED that 
 
a) Mr Goeff Rivers be engaged, full time as Interim Chief 

Executive of Breckland Council in a joint appointment 
with South Holland District Council; 

b) The appointment of Mr Geoff Rives be effective from 4 
October 2013; and 

c) Mr Geoff Rivers also be appointed Head of Paid Service 
of Breckland Council in a joint appointment with South 
Holland District Council from 4 October 2013. 

 
Mr Rivers was invited to say a few words.  He thanked Members for 
their confidence in voting for him and said it was the penultimate hurdle 
– as South Holland would be debating the proposal later that evening.  
If agreed by them he would become the Interim Chief Executive for the 
next five months and he looked forward to working with Members and 
staff. 
 
The Chairman noted that it was Trevor Holden’s last full Council and 
the Leader of the Council said that Trevor had an immense capacity to 
recall things and he did not know how he had divided his time between 
three authorities but he had always appeared to have Breckland’s best 
interest at heart.  On behalf of himself, his Executive and all Members 
he wished Trevor well. 
 
The Chairman echoed that and thanked Trevor who he said had ‘hit 
the ground running’ as Interim Chief Executive.  He then noted that it 
was also the Deputy Chief Executive’s last full Council and invited 
Members to comment. 
 
The Deputy Leader thanked Mark Stokes for guiding her through the 
maze and presented him with a West Ham mug as a memento of their 
‘football feud’. 
 
The Leader said he had worked extensively with Mark who had huge 
experience and knowledge of the Council.  Nothing had been too much 
trouble.  Previous Leader, Cliff Jordan, had also asked for his thanks to 
be passed on and noted that when the Council had changed the way 
they collected waste it had been Mark that had suggested a public 
consultation.  The PCC’s gain would be the Council’s loss and Mark 
was wished good luck. 
 
Councillor Matthews had been a Member for 22 years and had known 
Mark as ‘man and boy’.  He had been a constant presence, steady, 
knowledgeable and pleasant.  He had climbed the ladder and 
Members had felt safe knowing he was at the helm.  Mark had been 
very good for Breckland and he would be sorely missed. 
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Councillor Smith recalled that Mark had come to the Council as a YTS 
and was leaving it as Deputy Chief Executive.  The Council had been 
lucky to have a person of Mark’s outstanding ability.  
 
Councillors Wilkin, Steward and Gilbert all added their reminiscences, 
thanking Mark and wishing him all the best. 
 
The Leader of the Labour Group commented that Mark had worked for 
Breckland longer than he had been alive.  Mark was a recognisable 
face that was almost always smiling which was a very good trait.  He 
was a good role model and the Labour Group wished him well in his 
new role. 
 
The Chairman said Mark had come a long way since 22 July 1985.  He 
was thrilled at his success which was thoroughly deserved.  He 
presented Mark and Trevor with a reminder of Breckland and thanked 
them both. 
 
Mark said it was a surreal day.  He thanked the Members for all their 
kind comments and said it had been a difficult decision for him and he 
personally thanked them for their help and support over the years.  28 
years was a long time and Breckland had been a fantastic organisation 
to work for.  His training and development had been second to none 
and had enabled him to progress to his current position.  He was 
looking forward to the new challenge of being Chief Executive of the 
PCC but hoped that he would still cross paths with Members.  From the 
bottom of his heart he thanked them and wished them well for the 
future. 
 
Trevor said it was different for him as he had only been Interim but it 
had been an ‘outrageous’ few months and he thanked Mark for his 
service to the Council.  Breckland was a great place with great people 
and great opportunities and it had been a privilege to serve the 
Council.  
 

89/13 NOMINATIONS FOR COMMITTEE AND OTHER SEATS (AGENDA 
ITEM 11)  

 

  

 RESOLVED that the following changes to Committees be 
approved: 
 
General Purposes Committee 
Councillor R Richmond to replace Councillor E Jolly as 
Substitute 
 
Licensing Committee 
Councillor R Childerhouse to be a Substitute 
 
Joint Appointments Committee 
Councillor L Turner to replace Councillor W Nunn 
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Joint Appointments Appeals Committee 
Councillor E Jolly to replace Councillor L Turner 
 
ARP Joint Committee 
Councillor E Jolly to replace Councillor M Wassell as Substitute 
 
Local Plan Working Group 
Councillor M Wassell to replace Councillor W Nunn. 

 
RESOLVED that the following changes to Representatives on 
Outside Bodies be approved: 
 
East of England Local Government Association 
Councillor M Wassell 
 
Local Government Association – Network Assembly 
Councillor M Wassell 
Councillor L Turner (Substitute) 
 
Local Government Association - Urban Commission 
Councillor M Wassell 
Councillor L Turner (Substitute) 
 
Local Government Association – Rural Commission 
Councillor M Wassell 
Councillor L Turner (Substitute) 
 
Norfolk Waste Partnership 
Councillor L Turner 
 
Youth Advisory Board 
Councillor M Robinson 
 
Armed Forces Covenant Board 
Councillor L Turner 

  
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.55 am 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 


